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Passion, Love & Faith

I've learned that people will forget what you said,
people will forget what you did,
but people will never forget how you made them feel.

— Maya Angelou

Families connect as they gather around the dinner table. For over seventy years, the Chase family has
provided a community table around which issues of civil rights, politics, art, music and the Creole
culture are debated and shared. Change is inspired between spoonsful of gumbo. Faith and tradition

seep into social consciousness like butter onto a warm sweet potato biscuit.

Passionately, lovingly and faithfully, both individually and together, Edgar L. “Dooky” Chase Jr. and
Leah Lange Chase have worked to uplift their community — living their lives by example. Dooky
Chase’s Restaurant has become the cornerstone in a legacy of philanthropic, social justice and civic
activity as well as a springboard for the creative and culinary arts. Dooky and Leah, themselves, are
catalysts for inclusion, social change and a progressive movement for the people, the city and the state
that they love.

Dooky and Leah’s children (left to right):
Leah, Emily, Edgar Chase III and Stella

From Leah Chase: Listen, I Say Like This by Carol Allen, © 2002 by Carol Allen used
by permission of the publisher, Pelican Publishing Company, Inc. www.pelicanpub.com




When I 2hink of mother and dad, I knocwo that there are at least two pecple out there in the
world who will NEVER abandon me - Edgar Chase Jr. and Leah Lange Chase. Never is a strong

cword. So, one should dways be careful whenever the word is wused. But, here I do mean " never.”

When a person goes throwugh lite ,énow/ng that
Someone i5 aleoa)s there For you, Someone out
Chere who Lruly loves you, a /’ee/fng of confidence
happens. You feel happy, confident, and Free Zo
Zake on the world. Free Zo enjoy /ife and just be
yoar\Se/f’.

Leah, Dooky III, Leah, Dooky Jr., and Stella

Dooky Jr., Dooky’s sister Doris, James Holtry,
Mayor “Chep” Morrison, and Dooky Jr.’s mother, Emily

From Leah Chase: Listen, I Say Like This by Carol Allen, © 2002 by Carol Allen used by
permission of the publisher, Pelican Publishing Company, Inc. www.pelicanpub.com

I will aleays remember the Arst time that I met Leah Chase almost 2s years ago. She cwalfed
Chrough the door of the Hermann Grima House where they were having a conference on Creole
/’ooa’a)@/é . My mother was with me and we took one look at Mrs. Chase and decided She /ooked
like family. My £rst words o her were,” you look like farmily. May I call you “Awnt’ Leah?”
She ac;a/'eSCed with her wuswua/ 33/73/‘05/(‘}/ and has been »ny “Aunt” Leah ever since.

Over the years, she ‘s given me a nickname — Dr. Smart Mowth, bonded coith sy mother, and when
1y mother died in 2000, Aunt Leah 2old me she'd *decided 2o take me on.”

In 2he course of our friendship, T Ve been the benef; ciary of
her extraordinary generosity, the recipient of her incredible
eisdom, and occasionally the brent of her toicked sense of
humor. I adore 2he way She /oves to entertain, #hosting old
and reco friends at Dooéy Chase where She has never met a
stranger, I love her Rerce sense of rission about preserving
2he art and artistic legacy of her cidy, and most of all T
admiire her determination to document, celebrate, and mantain
ke /7/:9/7 standards of Creole COoé/rg in Necw Orleans.

- Jessica Harris, PHD.

Jessica Harris and Leah

- &dgar L. " Dooky” Chase III, Son

Family

In 1941 Edgar L. “Dooky” Sr. and his wife Emily Tennette Chase opened a small sandwich shop and
lottery ticket outlet. It was not long before the small enterprise, one of the few commercial meeting
places for African Americans in New Orleans, expanded into the existing Dooky Chase’s Restaurant
at 2301 Orleans Avenue.

Edgar L. “Dooky” Chase Jr. and Leah Lange met during the 1945 Mardi Gras Season at a carnival
ball held at the Labor Union Hall on the corner of Bienville and Front Streets. Dooky’s band, The
Dooky Chase Orchestra, was the featured performance for the ball. Leah, attired in a black strapless
dress with an orchid pinned on her shoulder, was enjoying the night with a group of friends when she
caught Dooky’s eye.

One could say that it was love at first sight or destiny,
but once Dooky noticed Leah,

he knew that he had to dance with her.

Dooky directed his orchestra to play a number that would get the crowd up on their feet. It was a
number that he was sure no one would turn down an opportunity to Jitterbug to. He whispered to

one of his band members, “Keep playing,” as he suavely walked over to Leah and asked her to dance.

Dooky and Leah married in 1946 and after their four
children were of school age she joined her husband
and his parents in the family business. Leah added
her personal flair to the restaurant’s ambience and the

menu, which respects the high standards and cultural

traditions of Creole cooking in New Orleans.

The combination proved to be a winner. Dooky
Chase’s is an iconic New Orleans “community”
restaurant, and Dooky and Leah are still dancing
sixty-six years later, not to the “Jitterbug,” but to the
“Blue Danube Waltz.”

Leah and Dooky on a date

)




The extended
Chase Family

Edgar L. Chase, Sr.

Emily Tennette Chase

The Lange Siblings

Zn the cwords of Jimmy Dorsey & Pac/ Madeira:
In 2Ais world of ordinary pecple, extracrdinary pecple, I " glad 2here is you.
In this world of’ overrated pleasures and wunderrated Creasures, I 7 5/aa’ Zhere Is you.

In the words of Diane tarren:
You cere py Strength cwhen I cas cweak. You cwere ry voice when I couldn ? spedk.
You cere ry eyes cwhen I couldn ? See. You Saco the best there was in me.
Lifted me wp when I coculdn ¢ reach. You gave rre fath ' cause you believed.
I'm e\/eryz‘/w‘rg I am becawse you /oved me.

TIn the words of Stevie tonder:
You are the sunshine of my /ife. That's why I // alevays stay arowund.
You are Zhe qpp/e of rY eye. Forever you // 52‘&5/ n »n/ Hheart.

In r1y owon words:

- Leah Chase-Kamada, Dactg/iter

IF there is amybody cho can get me Leary—eyed (and vice versa) that person would be Edgar

" Mister Doo,@/ " Chase, ry lade Fadter 's Friend since their childhood. All we have 2o do is run into
each other and /ne\//z‘a,é/y we talk about both of ws PSSing sy dad. My grandmother raised ruy dad
in the Lafite >//oa\5;‘n3 Development across the street from the restaurant, so it was inevitable
that Dooky Chase Jr. and Warren Bell, Sr. coottld be friends. That +fFriendship was cemented when
2hey Aeﬂan p/ay/nj MUSIC Z‘oﬂei‘/}er in their teens and started 2heir own band — often re/zea/\S/ng n

»1y grandpsother ‘s fitchen — and it has lasted a lifetime.

I vividly remember cohenever sy daddy coanted o treal Mor o a special Friday evening, LA dleoays
reasit a 2rip 2o Dooky Chase for one of Miss Leah's fabulous stutted shrimp dinner plates. Momma,
a great cook herself, sass Lo this day had ” nobody ever made those stuffed shrimp like Leah.”

I remenber as a young Black Joarna/f\si 'n the 20 ‘s and 30‘5 9 Ae/nﬂ 5/‘0&(3/75 Z‘ogei/)er cith sy
Ffellow Black Joarna/bfs in the " main dfn/hj room - before the restacrant expanded — éy those
opinion leaders who wanted to make sure thad we as 3az‘e,éeeper5 wunderstood how the stories
that we covered impacted the underserved rinoridy compunty. And isn ¢ iZ wondertul thad, even
today with So many restaurant cptions for ws o consider, that the same memory—#/led location
on Orleans Avenue is still a perennially popular place For Zhe c/z‘y‘s movers and shakers (Black and
White, these a’a/é) 2o gather over lunch o discuss a business deal or a political campagn?

I have come o realize that Dooéy Chase and s amaz/nj wife Leah
have been vital to our community's history for over sixty vears.

T hank vou for years of fapuly £rendsthp, for your Service Zo the
New Orleans commeunty, and For being the coarm and wonderfid/
Auman ée/nﬁs that you are!

- Warren Bell, Jr., Consultant and Former Jocrnalist

Warren Bell, Sr.




T he right I graducted From Loyola University Laco Center, I went 2o Dooky Chase with ry wite,
o1y parents, ry brother and Ais wite. Across the room was the only other African American in
rty lacw school class, Nils. I ' not Stre where rry White classmates cere Ce/eéraf/ng ¢hat nig/t.
But I knoew thad Nils and I, like most Black pecple here in 2he 1950 'S, viewed Dookly Chase as the
place Zo ge for g or Ce/eéraz‘ory occasions. Unlike so mary of the places we went o in those
dass - %@/5 Chicken Shack, 2he Million Dollar Koonr, the Kobin Yood, 2he Decw Drop Inn -
Dooéy Chase is still alive and well. TE's an institeion.

- Lolis Eliey Sr., 4Z‘forney

Not doing for others was never an option. I was always given
tasks to doj going to the grocery for a neighbor, taking care of”
sick and e/a’e/-/y relatives and Friends — not one day cent éy et hout
doing something for Somebody. My +idher assisted with voter
reqistration, going door to door. Ye ofFfered the restaurant as a
meez‘/‘n\g place. s love For riusic led him to the Jazz and >‘/er/‘z‘a3¢g
Festival, Serving on the £rst board. My mother put her enerqy into
Zhe é—éony Fashion Fare o raise money £or African—Americans 2o

receive ?aa//z‘y healthcare o F]/nz‘—éoodr/dﬂe %/0\5/9/2‘&/ . She also
Served on many other commruttees, boards and service organfzaz‘/oh\s such as The Links and NOMA.

7Today, I am stil/ withessing sy parents praying, worzé'ng hardy and doing for others. I am 2rying Zo

ertlate Lherr in pry lite. I aleoays resrtind sy children o pray, work hard, do for others, and leave
the rest o (God.

— Stella Chase K eeSe, Daaj/]fer

As a child 3)-0:4)//73 Up in Che forties and A#lies, there was one a//‘Sz‘/rga/S/ma/ landmark, an
institution in the Black Communy 2ha everyone aspired o experience dar/nj Zhelr lifetime.
That institudion was Doo@/ Chase Kestawrant. ITZ was ca//nary neidritional Food for the éoo/y, a
cerebral laboratory #or the mind and an incubador of Black cultural growth and development.

As a young man, I would stand on the corner of Orleans and N. Miro Streets Just to watch
Che visiting famous Black entertainers, movie stars, Civi/ /63/755 actiVists, renowned educators,
pAaySIcians and professional adhletes enz‘er/nﬂ or /ea\//ng Doo,@/ Chase.

For over ss vears, s/ cite, Gloriay, and I have had Zhe /w*/\///eje of the Doo,@/ Chase Experience.
ach time I received a promotion, Gloria and I coould celebrate there. Leah and Doo,@/ aleoayss
came out toith one of Lheir special desserts and asked the customers 2o \/‘o/n 2hert in a Toast Zo
2he Porees. For our soth anniversary, you bnowo who prepared the Food - Leah Chase.

When yoit experience Dooéy Chase, you epjoy Che best of food, the e/ejanf ambience, personable
hospitalidy and the culturdl and spiritudl vibrations of the African-American Ardists’ works 2hat hang
on the restaurant walls. Dooky Chase is a New Orleans Institedion of” African American Culture.

= falﬁal‘ F. Poree, Jr., Ketired, Ke eg/ona/ Director of Business Development,
BellSouth Telecommunications Inc.

Community & Civic Life

The Chases have steadfastly served as pioneers and advocates for civil equality and inclusion. Dooky
and Leah had to fight for a seat at the table for themselves, their family and friends, and people of
color. During the Civil Rights movement, they willingly gave of themselves and their family’s business
to support progressive and successful social justice causes, movements and conversations of inclusion.
Dooky was a trumpeter for voter registration and bravely encouraged many to register to vote, even
after his family’s business was hit with a Molotov cocktail bomb. He was never afraid to reach out
across the barriers of race and class to seek others to join in the fight.

Dooky Chase’s provided a safe place to meet
and discuss strategies for the Civil Rights movement.

Iconic civil rights leaders such as Oretha Castle
Haley, A.P. Tureaud, Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial,
The Reverend Andrew Young, Revius Ortique,
Thurgood Marshall and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. all gathered to have pivotal discussions over a
bowl of gumbo within the safety of the walls of the
upstairs dining room.

The early days of the restaurant — 1940s interior
(Edgar Chase, Sr. seated with his back to the wall)

From Leah Chase: Listen, I Say Like This by Carol Allen, © 2002 by Carol Allen used by
permission of the publisher, Pelican Publishing Company, Inc. www.pelicanpub.com

The Chases’ passion for equality and community
involvement is as strong today as it was in the days of
segregation. Through their support of many events,
organizations and causes, Dooky and Leah are sure

to leave a lasting impression on the people of New

Orleans, the country and the world.

Leah signs autographs for young fans
at the Southern Food and Beverage Museum.




Yoo does one describe the contributions of Leah Chase, when over a lifetime of simply ée/rg
Leah, she has comtributed so much? It is easy to remember a Specific act, but difficult

Zo encapsulale a lifetime of simply 58//13 Leah: open, honest, Courageous, balanced, creative,
deways positive, intelligent, generows and warm, an inspiration, a leader, an advisor, a hostess and
entreprencitr, a chef and cook, while aleoass remaining a wite, mother and grandmother. She is
Weways there when She is needed. There is no end o the list! All of us, the City, State and
Courtry owe 2hank's 2o God For leah Chase.

- Moon Landriec, Jadge and Former Mayor of New> Orleans (1920-25)

Leah Chase embodies ¢he 3eher05ffy and coarr»r embrace of New Orleans. She Aas made outr C/'Z‘y
a better place éy éa//a//ng Ar/a/ges among our mamy communities and nowurishing ws ally literally
and spiritually .

— Tm Amoss, tditor & Vice-President of Contert,
NOLA Media Group, Formerhy The Times—Picasune

Arthur Davis, Leah and Mayor Dutch Morial

Leah Chase has been an icon as +ur back as T
can remember. Her nare IS Synonymous woith Neeo
Orleans For she has extended her Support and

incredible gernerosity to so sy pecple and causes:
from the Civil /63/71‘5 revement, hosting and supporting the leaders and activists of
that struqgle dering 2rying times; to African American ardists; Zo the ards Chroughoct Che
city; Co the education of our children and leaders of the Fudure, o the culinary arts, to the
an/?ae culture of New Orleans. There are feco i£ any causes in our city that Leah has not
Louched with her inirntable style and hewdy support. Leah is an extraordinary woran, who, as
an able ambassador £or the city, has enhanced its image as well as its guality of life with her
Commritment and dedication to whdadever task is o
hand and she is stil/ going strong a 90.

- Sybil Morial, éducator, Wife of

Fformer Mayor of New Orleans the /ate

Ernest N. " Dutch” Morial and Mcther of Former
Mayor of New Orleans Marc ¥/. Moria/

Sybil Morial and Leah on Holy Thursday, Gumbo Z’herbes Day

Photo courtesy Ted Jackson, The Times-Picayune

z greeo up ) 14/3/31\5 on the Westbank of New Orleans in the 1950‘5 and T p/ayea/ New Orleans
Kecreation Department (NOKD) Bantam Football for Fox Playground on tdhitney Aventte. Our teams
eere peresnial champs of the racially Segregated all Black division of NORD s pre-Aigh schoo!/
teams. All the Black Bantam plajers in the league looked forward to the annual NOKD Football
Banguet ot Dooky Chase Kestaurant. We dressed cwith white shirds and ties, ook the Canal Street
Ferry, and walked to Dookly's For the banguet's #ried chicken dinners and a photo of all of the
leagute plajers which Idder gppeared in the Lowisiana Weekly Newspaper.

In high school and college, Dooky 's was the favorite place for an after-prom steak dinner date.
Black celebrities who came to entertan in a racially segreqated New Orleans, Duke Ellington, Nat
King Cole, and Sarah \/aag/m - a// Ffreguented Dooky 's. & ay Charles in Ais famous K&B Ait,” arly
Morning Blues " immordalized Dookyy 's with his Mries? ...Went to Dooky Chase to get something o
edd, the cwalress looked at me and said, K ay you sure look beat, cell it's early in the »Orning )

777//135 changed radically in 2he 1960 's and during those Cumeltvous dass Dooéy 's was the only

restattrant where Black and thite civil right's workers cowuld meet and eat toget her coit hout éeinﬂ
arrested. I can only imagine what Kind of acoful harassments the Chase Farrily had to endure For
the celcome that they extended o interracial glherings. In 2he 20 'S, with Random Howuse and

125 then editor Tom Morrison we /4(5//‘5/7&:/ he * Creole Feast' cookbook with Nathanie! Birdon
of Broussard s Kestaurant, Leakh Chase and s other African American New Orleans Chets. I was
pr/\///egea/ Zo be invited on a book promctional lour with Leah and Zo accompany her on the Arst of
a lifelong series of rips that she cwould wltimately rake to New York City.

For six decades, I have observed the Dooky Chase Kestaurant evolve into a cultural center, a place
of” Black fashion and style, and an incubalor of Black pecple 's aspirations to succeed in every coay
possible. So much of our Aistory, art, aesthetics, Jovs and tears are embedded in those walls,
and in those Kilchen pot's and pans. There are decades of pride on those dining roos Serving plates.
Dookyy 's /s a calhedral of our collective identity, hard work, hopes and happiness.

I love Leah Chase For her contributions o Creole cuisine, Civi/ /63/755 , and African American
@ and ardists. She is IthOM/d/‘dé/y wise and 3rac¢sfa/ /‘nz‘eracf/ng with ease tith presidents

and papers alife. She epitorizes the love of farily and the Black Creole culture. I speak for
gererdions of boys and girls who grew Up & her Side and cere inspired by her love and Spirit o

become proud and persevering African American men and coomen.

Yistory will dare not Forget Leah 's life and achievements,
nor £ail 2o celebrate her contributions o humankind,
2o do so would render history itselF meanngless. God
pertected leah Chase For wus Co love and epjoy in a
blessed way. "0 taste and see” that she is as good as
anyéoa’y ever was or will be. May God continte to bless
2his resmarkable and iconic lady.

- Rudy Lombard, PhD.

John O’Neal and Rudy Lombard enjoy a conversation in the dining room




777roa3/70az‘ rY Years as an Assistant Director at the New Orleans Musewr of Ard

I had many opporiunties o withess Mrs. Leah Chase's extraordinary ﬁenerosiz‘y. She
Supported inntmerable NOMA projects. We a/ways bneco pecple would show wp in
droves if’ they knew the wd event, comrutiee rmeeting or fundraiser in guestion wortld be
accomparned éy Zasty morsels from Mrs. Chase s kidchen!

But one of rry most personal and endearing memories of Leah Chase was afler T
moved Frorr NOMA 2o ry posSition as Executive Director of the lowisiana Philharrionic
Orchestra. In 2002, ¢he Orchestra comrnssioned Che creative Crumpeter and composer,
Hannbal Lukumbe, Lo write a syrphonic work in honor of Dooky and Leah Chase s
contributions to civi/ rglis. And, a/i/]oag/] Doo(y was the renoconed musician in Zhe
Chase Farrly, no one embraced the project more enthusiastically than Leah.

A good 2Aing, Zoo. For i? meant invading the sanctity of fer kite hen, Sormeting feco
peop/e are allowed to do. But 2here Zhe /r/‘ep/-eS\S/é/e annibal Méamée Zested owt Zhe
distinctive Sounds of a nusber of Doo,@/ Chase Kestaurant s pots and pans. Then he
chosen ones were removed. For, in Ais inipntable cway, Hannibal Lukiumbe insisted they
be part of Als rneco work since 2hey were So much a part of Leah's work. So wUp on
stage Chey went, strung on a Frase Zo becopte the LPO percussionst 'S instrument
of 2he evening.

T2 was a wondertid and splendid occasion with engaging music and an enthusiastic and
diverse awudience. And while, 2o a person, Z‘/78y rosSe 2o their feel Zo qpp/aao/ Zhe rneeo
composition, Lhey roared with love and affection for the honorees of the evening; a
couple who have spent Lheir lives ér/ng/ng pecple togeiher.

— Sharon Liteoin, former Assistant Director, Necw Orleans Musecrr of Ar
and former Execwtive Director of the lowisiana Philharronc Orchestra

Leah, John Bullard and Sharon Litwin

Leah with Hannibal Lukumbe

Music & Entertainment

The Chases vigorously worked to open doors for African American musicians and entertainers. Dooky,
as a legendary musician and leader of the Dooky Chase Orchestra, was the first African American
to co-promote a musical concert held in the Municipal Auditorium. It was a star studded line-up that
included Duke Ellington and his orchestra, Nat King Cole, Sara Vaughn, dancer Clayton “Peg Leg”
Bates and comedians Timmy Rodgers and Patterson & Jackson.

When old timers talk about the good old days,
Dooky's was there, and is still standing today.

This historical event was enjoyed by a racially mixed audience during the era of segregation. Music
softens the rough edges of disagreement and invites commonality among those who see themselves

as friends.

The Dooky Chase Orchestra (First row: Warren Bell Sr., Larry Smith, Charlie Gaspard, Sterling White, Hilton Carter and
Curtis Trevigne; 2nd row: Awood Johnson, Benjamin Powell, Edgar “Dooky” Chase, John “Pickey” Brunious, Doris Chase, and
Andrew Smith; 3rd row: Anthony Moret, Theodore Riley, Arnold Depass, Vernel Fournier and LeRoy “Batman’” Rankins).

Courtesy of the Hogan Jazz Archive, Tulane University.
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Boxer Joe Louis (second from left) with Dooky Jr.
(far left), Lucius “Lucky” Millinder and Dooky Sr.

Photo courtesy “Speed” Lunnon Porter’s Photos.

Dooky and Lionel Ferbos,
the oldest jazz musician in New Orleans

Leah and music
legend Fats Domino

Dooky (left) with legendary jazz trumpeter
Dizzy Gillespie (middle) and Leah (right)

I remeniber going to Dooky's as a Leenager getting my favorite sandwich; Oysters. In the early
days of sy musical development I coould play an earhy 99 (9 pm> and go Zo Dooéy 's afterwoard
and hang wnti/ the early morning (2 am) jam Sessions in the French Quarter. IF ryy memory
Serves me correctly,” Bg ) Dookyy, Leah 's Fadher—in—law, could be standing behind the bar, Serving
drinks 5//73/& handed. tohen old timers Zalk aboud the 3ooa/ old days, Dooéy 's was there and is
sl Sz‘dna//nﬂ Zoday . Yere s /70///73 Zhe /egczcy continues cwell into the fulure.

- fllis Marsalis, Jr., Musician

I have had the pleasure of énow/ng Leat and Dookyy

For many vears. Over the years, I have Fregitented Cheir
restacrant and have aleoass been greeted with their warm
and we/dom/ng Srvles. They are very £&ind, gerctine pecple

and an inspiration to many. I have always adpured 2/e
persondl dedication and commitment they have to both their
fariily and business. The love they have for their Family [i%
transcends o their professiona/ lives. They also hold the .
city of Necw Orleans close to their heards. I can say thad
iZ has been a 5/355:'/5 Zo fnowo both Leakh and Doo@/ a/l of
these years.

~ Antoine " Fat's" Dorino, Jr., Musician
Dooky (second from left) with

Fats Domino (second from right) and friends

As the old sSay/ing goes, behind every good man Lhere is a good woman. The good man is Dookyy
Chase Jr. Dookyy had a great love For music. After High school he and his Friends started The
Dooky Chase Orchestra. ¥/is band members cere Hilton Carter, Larry South, Li/ Bibs, Bepjarnn
Poeoell, tarren Bell Sr., Edeard Sentino, fme/‘y 7770/)1/9\50/7 and Detke Garrison. The band became
one of the greatest of its time, with Some of the great musicians that lived in the city.

My £rst meeting cwith Ms. Chase was at a club on Dumane Street. te toere listening Zo the
Doo(’y Chase Orchestra. A¢ arowund thad time She Aejan wor(’/ng in the restaurant coith Doo@/.
Everyone knew her From the Lafitte Project and arowund the Trere Corridor for Aer good /ot
sausage sandeoicfes.

Upon ry return Front /e 4r/)7>/ in 19572, I went into the restaurant business and I cwocelld
see Leah reqularly. 'fogef/)er, we have achieved Some rilestones in the business. She

was instrumental in 3ez‘z‘/n3 a/l the Black otoned restattrants imvolved in one of the LINKS
organzation fundraisers held annually at the New Orleans Musewum of Art. The restacrants

included Kainey 's, Austin Leslie, Wayne Baguet and Prout 's which made for a successtul evert.

The City of New Orleans is fortunate 2o have such an inportant /ohj—SZ‘dno//hj business as
Doo@/ Chase Kestavrant.
- George V. Kainey, Ketired, Kestaurant Oconer




I have considered Leah one of rmy most cherished mentors for nearly twenty years, but have

admired her for even /onﬂer, I look to her, not Just for fer cork ethic, sou/ —ewarsing food

and her ability to remain a relevant female Agure in the male—~dopinated restacrant scene, buct

also for her love for humanty. Leah has always sad " the hood needs good " and she has never
Forgotten those who need rememéerinﬁ, even during difficult times
like Kalrina and, of course, during the turmoil of 2he civil rights
moverent. Doo@/ Chase s knowon +or 5&/'/13 one of the #Arst
integrated restaurants in the South, Maé/ng her place in history
cell-documented, but she won a place in ray book over our shared
[ove of cracohish. tho knewo THIS Sioede could have So much in

cormmon with the Jueen of Creole Cuisine?

- Marcus Samuel/sson, Chet

They say you dlways remember vour ARt time, and I certainly remember the #rst time I met
Leah Chase. TZ was in the »id SO'S on a ﬂ{g/ﬁ Frort Necw Orleans 2o New York Crity. A bench
of Lowisiana cheF’s were invited Zo do a series of COO(/‘nj demonstrations at Bloopingdale s in
Manhadtan, and I was lucky enough to have Leah Chase as ry Seadmdate on the #ight. It was
right 2here on that Delta Aight that our love affuir beqan. I really did #4// in love with Leah on
Chat Crip. She was hemble and talented and she /oved her cultire and ciiisine.

I have many fabelows ” Leah Moments.” One of Y favorites /s 2o Snheak 2‘/71‘04(3/7 Zhe sSide door
of Dooéy Chase and slip wundelected into her inner sanctuary. I /ove sfea//hg a moment to walch
Leah a the stove, and rea//z/ng 2hat I amr in the presence of a ca//nary /ejend .

7The reasons to love Leah are marmy: her wunbelievable Fried chicken
and 54(/)750 des z ' herbes on %o/y 7774050/&}/, her Fablowus
cookbooks, her charring personality, her work as a Civil '63/7#5
activist apd communty leader. She s garnered every acoard and
honorary degree imaginable in New Orleans and across the
country. A Few years ago Lotisiana Public Broadcasting ramed
Leah a” Lowisiana Legend. " That she is, and so much more. OF

Course, Leah's response 2o Lhis honor was simply,” Ak, a legend

aard just means you re old.” Baéy, you ‘re ot old; like our cast iron pLs,
you re Just well seasoned! Andy none of’ us wotld watt you any ther way!
- John Folse, Cher

Leah Chase is a lady and a leader. She has the love and respect of this city which she deserves.
Leah pushed this city when it needed pushing and held it Cogether cwhen it needed that glue. She
IS no-nonsense in Aer cOo(’/ng and in her View of the world. Leath Chase rakes me want to be a
better person.

~ la Brennan, Owoner, Compander's Palace Kestacrarnt

Food & Dining

On any given day at Dooky Chase’s on Orleans Avenue you will be sure to find the Queen of Creole
Cuisine, Leah Chase, preparing gumbo, crawfish etouffee, fried chicken, red beans and rice, catfish
and an array of traditional Creole delicacies. You will also see her making the rounds to every table in

the restaurant, infusing everyone with her welcoming warmth.

What is a chef? A chef is a leader in the kitchen. A chef is

a manager of food and culinary technique and philosophy.
A cook is a technician, the person with the skills to make
something happen in a pot. And a chef and a cook come
together to wow the palette of the quests in the dining room.
Is Leah a chef or a cook? She’s both, and a whole lot more.

Together, Leah and Dooky have achieved the American Dream in the restaurant business and in life.
The restaurant and the Chase Family are beacons of hope — extending themselves to others always. At
Dooky Chase’s you'll find beautiful and tasty creole dishes, kind words and the safety of home.

John Folse and Leah with students from the Chef John Folse
Culinary Institute at Nicholls State University

The late Emily Chase Haydel, Daughter, worked
closely with her parents in the restaurant
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In 2he ldde 50's, Leah Chase was managing and cooé/ng in her fine " for-proft " restavrant. She
was using a * non-proft : .5/'3 heart Knancial method. IF you cere hungry and had litd/e or no
Funds, she fed you.

I knowo a/ar/ng my laew school days, cwith runi;mal resources, on Saturdass, while L(S/ng %{Z‘Z‘orney
AP Tureaud's office to study dowon the block From Dooky 's on Orleans Aventte, I was gven a
larger portion of red beans and rice than sy

35¢ lunch budget allowed. It helped carry

re Lhrough those study hours for a full

aflernoon.

Leah's 3/"1//'173 Zo this communy and pecple
have continued over these past decades. She
— Set 2he tone that” gving " is avirtue and the

relurns o ¢he donor are e\/er/asz‘/ng, 3rea{e/—

than Zhe Monefa/y valiue could ever .érfng.

, — Dr. Norman Francis, Presidesrt,
aﬁ B % Xavier é(nIAVel‘S/‘fy oF [—OL(I‘SI‘W]Q

.
JKE 5 | a Whenever coe Lhink of Dooky Chase ‘s Restaurart e picture Mr. Chase greeting all of the
patrons o Zhe door cith a é/j Srile.

‘ .l
gtn E 1g We also picture Mrs. Chase /ow‘ng/y u)ear/ng her chef s Ahal and J"acéei while sz‘/‘rr:‘ng wup
B scrumptiows meals in the bitchen... bud aleoass ta,(’ing Cime owut 2o 3reez‘ 3&85#5 Zable .55/ Zadb/e
coith words of wisdom. THS is whad makes the restaurat so persondl for everyone!

— Alden McDonald, President & CED of Zjéerfy Bank and Trust Company,
and coife, Khesa McDona/d

Keviws and I loved 2o 9o Zo Doo(’y 's for two reasons... 3reaz‘ Food
and 2o see and talk coith Leah and Dooky. Dooky s will Weways be

special Co me becavse Kevius and I celebrated all our owr special
occasions wnth r”am//y ad tHIS restacrant. Kevius would have it rno

other way !

We VisSited the restaurant So often thad Lear a55/5nec/ Kevius a
2able. And e never needed a mentt — coe aleways ordered the same
2hing... Fried cat'sh and potato salad!

— Miriar Vietorianne Orz‘/?ae, Wife of the late
LA Supreme Court Justice Kevius Orz‘/?ae




Art

The Chases are enthusiastic patrons of African American art and have helped to create opportunities
for African American artists to showcase their talents. Their collection — displayed on the walls of

Dooky Chase — was at one time considered New Orleans’ premier collection of African American art.

To walk into Dooky Chase Restaurant
is to walk into a gallery.

To this day, Leah serves on the Board of the New Orleans Museum of Art and has even testified before
Congress to lobby for greater funding for the National Endowment for the Arts. Dooky and Leah are

true ambassadors for the creative arts and have empowered and inspired generations of artists to live
their dreams.
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7The food at Dooky Chase 's Restaurant has been celebrated For decades and leah Chase has
/onj been in the parntheon of 3/*862{ American chets. An important factor in Ma,é//g Zhe o/in/nj

I have knowon Mrs. Chase and been her Friend Since She cwas younger than the age that I am
loday. I f’re?aenfed Doo@/ 's since r1y Ceenage years in the GO s. My cwite, Jo, and T ganed an even
deeper Ffriendship with Mrs. Chase in Zhe 20's, Aedom/ng riore like fartily. So much so, thad she
christened our daug/iter, Khea.

experience al this restaurant so special is the extraordinary collection of contemporary

art which /7an35 on its walls. Beg/nn/ng with her election as a Trustee of the New Orleans
Museum of Are in 1972, Leah became a collector of African American art. This high guality
and comprehensive collection now includes works by nadional masters like Jacod lLacorence,
Elizabeth Catletd and New Orleans’ own John Scotd, and young and emerging talents.

Then and noto, coe were mutually concerned with the shape of African-American ards and
culture, particularly here in New Orleans. Together, we Shared many medls, explored ideas, and

offered mududal support to each other aboid our concerns of the day, persona/ and ot hereoise.
Leah was never a passive collector, she Soon became a voca/ Mrs. Chase said: * te need 2o be involved in every facet of the city s contemporary c{e\/e/opmenz‘,"
champion and close friend of these artists. She has been a role

model! for other collectors and Cerz‘dfn/y inspired our rusesr

Yer mantra was,” e need Zo pari/cfpaz‘e." Yer interest in ard led her to become one of 1y
PArons as well as supporting many other local artists.

2o Form its own collection of African American ard. Over he
vears the ens of thousands of 34(3555 - /nc/ac//nﬂ Presidents
Bush and Obara — who have e/g/'oyed the Food and /705/?/'562//1‘}/
a Doo@/ Chase's also have had Zhe an/fae experience of a//h/ng
Surrounded by gread African American art.

From the inception of the restaurant as a destination for contemporary African American Ard, T
installed the arteork wunder the cwatclife eye of pry cite, who Mrs. Chase continues o proclan
had a superior eye £or p/ac/ng Che work. The public exhibition of the ard she had collected
garnered the allention of the communty and quests of the restaurant. Local and national artists
warted o be a part of Mrs. Chase's presertadion of” African American art. wWe would freguently

- & John Bullard, Director Emeritus, New Orleans Musewumn of Art say, i you wart to Knd African American art, you could simply go Zo Dookyy 's. This created a

Zremendous sense of pride in the COmman/Z‘y.

As the restaurant expanded so did Zhe acguisitions o include more notable artists swuch as
John Biqgers, Komare Bearden, tillie Birch, Bruce Brice, Elizabeth Catletd, Kichard Hunt, Jacod

s q A S lla lecris, Je Scott, Martin P ... Che list .
>‘/arr>/ and I Arst met lLeah Chase in 2he rud-1950 5. I was awwed éy Leah s dedication o Feriale e T R S I LN = S A 270 (A=) A2 S GE=S =

entreprenership, guiding the yoidh in the communty and ensuring the longevidy of” Southern

) inded c / 2 o
Black cutture. In all of those aspects, I recognized a bindred Spirit and our frendship has In retrospect, I » respnded that the Dooky Chase 3&/ ery presentadions éegan around Che same

time New Orleans expanded its contemporary art venues beyond Koyal Street to the present day
Ards District. Through expanding connections and contacts in the art world, Dooky Chase has
become an eXemp/ary exhibition Space outside of the Arts District in New Orleans.

groeon exponenz‘/a//y becawse of the Sfrengi/z of owur sShared corrutrient.

I began my joirney in the arts as a collector and I found that Leah was a coell-informed
Source of the " who, whid and where of New Orleans ard.” To walk into Doo@/ Chase

On a daily basis, Mrs. C. Calbed
Restarant is to walk into a gallery. Tt is very apparent that for the Chases, an important part AL s e zee e

Zhe 2alk and coalked the calk, even ciith
phaysical pain Chad would be unbearable
for most. She has worked the trenches
lo center stage, passing on her (’noa)/ec/ﬂe
and oisdorr aboud what it takes Zo wplift
pecple, and whad it Lakes Lo be a part of
moving and shaping the communty. Juuet
as it's kept; Mrs. Chase is a cultural

of the dining experience is that 2heir patrons get Zo krnow artists of the African Diaspora — and
pari/ca/ar/y local artists. then I deterrined to mold Y love of Black Art into a business
venture, I reached out to those in the area that I kneco coould support ry dreams and

r8603n/'28 thad a successtul/ 3a//ery would be a rich needed Commundy space and endeavor. of
course, Leah was at the top of that /ist. She was immediddely supportive of sy god/ and was
gernerous with lessons she had learned. She imparted it all in her Zradermark no—nonsSense manner.
She was there at the 585//7/7//73 and her support of Stella Jones Gallery has never wavered.

/con.

After an opening, every artist that exhibits at the gallery goes Zo Dooky Chase o experience
ancther aspect of New Orleans culture. They Spend the evening epjoying her delectable food but
more importantly dishing about art and life. 7They come Aaving only heard of Leah, 2he Creole
Qeteen, bet 2hey leave /ol//hg her. é/ne?af\/oca//y, the Chases and Doo,éy Chase Kestaurant have
been an integral part of the success that the Stella Jones Gallery has achieved. Yarry and T
are proud 2o call Leah a friend and our lives are richer For iZ.

— Clifton Webb, Ardist

From Leah Chase: Listen, I Say Like This by Carol Allen, © 2002 by Carol Allen used
by permission of the publisher, Pelican Publishing Company, Inc. www.pelicanpub.com

- Stella Jones, Owoner, Stella Jones Gallery



Leah and Chef John Besh team up to feed
the volunteers working to clean up the
restaurant after Hurricane Katrina.

Cruicifixes adorn the entrance to Leah’s kitchen.

The Chase Family at

the Chapel of the North
American Martyrs, Jesuit
High School

Faith & Philanthropy

The Chases are actively engaged in their faith and philanthropy, supporting the values and causes that
are most important to them. Dooky and Leah readily support churches, schools and civic organizations
through action, like baking hundreds of lemon meringue pies, and through example, like passing their
faith down to their children and grandchildren.

Leah starts each day talking to God: ‘Lord, give me the strength to
get through the day. She ends each day saying, “Thank you, Lord
— one more day. They seem to make a good pair, Leah and God.
Together, they are changing a neighborhood, a city, and a nation
for the betterment of mankind.

— Exerpt from “Leah Chase: Listen, I Say Like This”

Leah has also provided visionary leadership as President of the Women’s Auxiliary of Flint-Goodridge
Hospital and served as chair of one of the earliest Ebony Fashion Fair Fashion Shows, a fundraiser
to sustain the operational mission of Flint-Goodridge Hospital, New Orleans’ primary health care

facility for African Americans during the era of racial segregation.

The EdgarL. “Dooky”’ Jr. and Leah Chase Family Foundation

Established in January 2013, The Edgar L. “Dooky” Jr. and Leah
Chase Family Foundation celebrates thelifelong civic and community
contributions of Dooky and Leah Chase. The foundation serves as
a conduit to continue their community work through those who
embody similar passions and values. The Chase Family Foundation
holds fundraising activities and presents award grants to persons
or organizations that make significant contributions to education,
creative and culinary arts and social justice.

The Edgar L. “Dooky” Jr. and Leah Chase Family Foundation
P.O. Box 791313
New Orleans, LA 70179




Pray, work hard, and do For others; that is what »y grandfadher told sy mother. These cords
Ahave not on/y 34(/0/34/ 1y mother ‘s Jife but Y /ife as well. My parents Z‘aag/ﬂ‘ 5}/ example. T

learned that prayer coas important and it became a part of my daily rowutine. My mother sad that
you couwld never pray too much.

My parent's insisted ¢hat their children altend Catholic schools. They casted wus to be grounded
in our religion. It was during his time 2hal ry parents became imoled in our church and
school. My mother coas the P7H president and chared a /ot of /’anc{rafsfng pProjects. She

was also owur Girl Scowut leader. She stayed involved and made sure thal we assisted as cell.
Whenever the Sisters were shorthanded, ryy sister and I coere sent to the coment to help out.
We washed dishes and did whatever e/Se coas needed.

My F2her did /his share as well. Not long ago, a Sister told me that one of her favoride
restories was ruy Falher delivering food from the restaurant 2o the coment. She sad she redally
e/g/oyec/ those days.

- Stella Chase (eeSe, Daag/ﬁer

Exerpt From 1997 Lo\//nﬂ Cup Ke edogn/‘z‘/'on-' “The Times —Picayune
Low"nﬂ Cup is given arnwally to Someone in our communty
who 5/Ve§ o others without expectation of matlerial recard.
Leah Chase's life A2s the purpose of the Cup perfectly.

Her philanthrepy, her 300:/ heartd, her an?aenc/zdé/e desire

2o do Sopebody some good, every day, puts fer Arorly in the
Zradition of 3/‘1//‘/13 that 2his Cup Hhonors.”

- Ashton Phelps, Tr., Ketired, Publisher

Photo courtesy of The Times-Picayune

Leah is a remarkable cooman 5}/ anyone 's account. An exceptional, creative chef; a lover of wt
and an art collector; and active worker throughowt her adult life on behalt of human rights,

/nc/ac//ng her work c/a/-/nj Zhe Civi/ 6‘5/72‘5 moverment; a gernerous contribedor to a/l sords of

causes, not only those she believes in but so many Simply becawse she is asked.

Leah 3/\/35 of” her talent and her treasiure. I know of noz‘/]/ng Leah was ever asked to donate or
Zo provide that she refused. l//rz‘aa//y every organ/zaz‘/on in 2own has enjoyed her food. I came

Zo knowo and appreciate Leah when she and T became charler meribers of the Lowisiana chapter
of the Internaiond) Women's Forum. We traveled o 5az‘/zer//735 of Zhe orgasuzation and everyone
Soon came to know and valiue Leah. Dar/ng this past year, Leah was honored éy the International
Woren's Forum as A Woman tdho Makes A Difference, the orgasuzation s #/ighest honor.

Leah Chase /s a renaissance woman but She is even more Chan LA ; she is a singedar,
spectacilar woran who continttes o do Aer best to chanje Zhe corld.

- Flo Schornstein, former Director of the City ‘s Parks
and Parkeways Depardment and Community Activist

Shortly after Leah recened The Times-Picasiune Loving Cup Aeoard in 1992, I coas having dinner in 2he
restaurant and she joined our Zable. As an of fthe—cutf comment, T asked,” Leah, who's coriting
your story?” She threc her head back, latghed, and said,” Noeo that would be a story to tell. "

That cwas he éeg/nn/rg of a Z‘/7r////n5 hree-year journey. We spent hours z‘ogez‘/mr n the
restactrant, at evests, in the car... I asked ?&(&5{/0/75 and she Zalked. I met the entire Farily, and
r1amy close Friends. I talked to chefs, businessmen, politicians, her priest, taxi cab drivers, civil
Fight's activists... The resources were endless.

Wendreds of hoirs of recordings and multiple written drafts
later, I had a book. But more important than the book, I had
Leah Lange Chase infused into ry very ée/ng. Being with Afer,
Z‘a/.éfnﬂ, /aaj/ﬁhﬁ, S/IQr/hﬁ, Z‘rd\/e//nﬁ, Z soaked up every morse/ of
Aher 3004/7855 ) 5004 Sense, and 3ooc/ humor thal I could.

I Zreasure sty Cime with Miss Leah, meull over fer coisdom,
gute her, use her as an example, and cish her and Dooky
well as they continue Zo believe in themseles and Zheir Fellow
human beings, with faith that they can improve our world.

- Caro! Allen, Aethor: Leah Chase: Listen, T Say Like This

T have known Doo@/ ard Leah Chase For over 20 yvears. The Chase /’a/m‘/y has been a part of the
St. Peter Claver Church communty for over 2s vears. They are an instrumental part of the +abric
of the St. Peter Claver futh commundy. Deeply rocted in strong beliefs and valies, 2hey have
shared 2herr 3//%‘5 and Lalents coith ws and éeyona’, eMArac/ng an entire commundy.

777/-04(3/7 Zhe Doo,éy Chase RKestawurant, the Chases have Zouched the lives of Zheir ne/'j/iéors n
Treme, Laritte and wp and down the Orleans Avente Corridor, éring/ng hope and respect o all
pecple. Leaa//nﬂ éy example, they have taug/ht Cheir children, 3rana’c/7//a/ren and great —-3ranc/c/1//c/ren Zo
put CArist Arst, live and practice the fath and above all reach out to others.

As the otoners of a successtul black-owwned restaurant, the Chases have desmonstrated howo o
be the best that you can be and never Forget your communty. Their contributions to business,
education, Food, the arts, music and the Civil "63/7(‘5 mcverent are anpara//e/ed eXaMp/eS of 3/&///75
unselfshly to God, 2o city and to the local communty.

Doo@/ and Leah have 3/Ven of themselves 2heir entire lives. bach day is a day of 5/855//73 For
2her. I am /vr/'\//'/ejea’ Zo be a part of Cheir lives and the lives of Cheir children, 3randc/7f/dren and
greal~grandc Aildren. They have taught me much aboit sy oon belief in Christ and Lhe value and
importance of Ffarily.

- Rev. Michae! P. Jacgues, S.5.€., Pastor, S¢. Peter Claver Church




Nourishing the Community

Food is as essential to life as breathing. And the relationship we have with food — that we live off it and

it becomes part of us — is intimate. It is, then, natural that Leah and Dooky Chase would embrace the
roll of our providers.

With a seemingly endless supply of energy,
Dooky and Leah have become part of our lives
at the most basic level.

Leah Chase has said, “We need to be involved in every facet of the city’s contemporary development

... we need to participate!” And they have. They have led by example. Quietly. With the strength of
their faith lending strength to their convictions.

At this crossroads they simply call “the restaurant,” families share their history and friends share their
dreams. A warm meal sooths us. The spices excite us. Art and music inspire us. And the neighborhood
is recharged. Thank you, Dooky and Leah, for your passion, inspiration and love.




Carol Allen
Jim Amoss
Bryan Bailey
Warren Bell, Jr.
Ashley Bode
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Rev. Michael P. Jacques, S.S.E.
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Thank You

to those who shared their memories
of Dooky and Leah

Mary Ann Kleinschmidt
Moon Landrieu
Verna Landrieu

Sharon Litwin
Dr. Rudy Lombard

The Louisiana Restaurant Association

Ellis Marsalis, Jr.
Ti Martin
Rhesa McDonald
Alden McDonald
Sybil Morial
Miriam Victorianne Ortique
Pelican Publishing Company
Edgar F. Poree, Jr.
George V. Rainey
Gwen Rainey
Myla Reese
Stella Chase Reese
William Sabourin
Marcus Samuelsson
Flo Schornstein
The Times-Picayune
David Victorson, PhD
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Clifton Webb

Original cover art by Chase Kamata, granddaughter of Dooky and Leah Chase. We extend our sincere appreciation to all of those who took the time to write special
remembrances. Due to space constraints, we regret that some of the testimonials were edited to ensure inclusion in the commemorative book.
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